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The Anſwere of the States Gene- 


rall vnto the Ambaſſadors of Ger- 
manie, their propoſition. 


Þe States Generall of the vnited Pꝛo⸗ 
uinces of the low Countries haning 
heard and vnderſtod that, which in 
Uttetr afſembly frem the high and re⸗ 
N »| nowmed Pzinces Elcdoꝛzs, togetter 
EE. with the other Pꝛinces, and right hono⸗ 
Yan” rable Eſtate of the Circuit E lectozall, 
and chiefe of toe Rhyne bepond the low Countries of 
Weſtphale and low Saxes, hath bene pzopounded vnto 
them as well by woꝛd of month as waiting , and letters 
of commiſſion, pꝛeſented : read the 20.cf Auguſt, by the 
right honoꝛable lcarned and wiſe Gaſper of Elty goner- 
neur of Langſtein. | 

Adam Gans to2d of Putlitz, and the Counſellozs of 
the Pzinces Electo2s of Mayance and Palatin. 

Otto de VVolmernerckhuyſen Lieutenant generall 
ofthe circle beyond the Rhyn, | 

VVeynant de Lerorodt, maiſter Chamberlaine of the 
countrie of Iulliers, and gouernoz of Randerodt. 

Jehan Bouman and Bernard van putz Doctozs of the 
Law, and Ambaſſadozs of the ſaid circuits. 

The ſaid States generall after a ripe deliberation vp- 
pon the articles pzopounded vnfs them, firſt highly thiks 
the Pꝛinces Electozs , and the other Princes, Lo2des 
and States foz their gentle and bountifull offer and bes 
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ucuolence, as alſo foz their gratious and fanozable foken 
of amitie; And pzay their Excellences Glectozals with 
the other Pꝛinces, Loꝛdes and States to perſwade them- 
ſelues that they of their fide haue omitted and ſhall omitte 
no diligence,care and endenoꝛ, that as wel the ſaid Pꝛin · 
ces Elecoꝛs, with the reſt of the States of the ſacred Em- 
pire, as all other Potentats,Kings , Pzinces , and Com- 
monweales may manifeſtly percetue ( notwithſtanding 
theſe long during and troudlelome warres, whereof the 
low Countries, fo their great dommage and hinderance, 
haue bene fo2ced to abide the firſt bzunts and moſt feare- 
full auaultes)that the naturall bountie and plaine ſince- 
ritie of the inyabitans of the ſaid Pzoninces doth pet re- 
maine entire and inuiolated:inſomuch that (after the pze- 
ſeruation of their owne countrie) nothing is moze dearer 
vnto them,o2 that thep haue in greater commendation 
then to keepe a league, amitie, and cozreſpondence with 
all the wo2ld,but chiefely with their neighbozs and coun- 
tries lying round about them, but eſpecially to pꝛeſerue 
the moſt happie and long deſired peace and vnitie be- 
tweene themſelues. Therefoze the ſaide States gencrall 
maruaile greatly to heare and vnderTand that they arg 
accuſed to haue b:oken and violated the leagus of vnitie 
3 was between the ſaid Countries, chiefely by thoſe from 
whom they loked al waies fo2 all ayde and aſſiſtance, and 
fo2 a ſimphatie of griefe at their great diaſtre in generall 
befallen vp6 the low countries, who at this pꝛeſent haue to 
quench ſuch a violent and flaming fire, that it is impolli⸗ 
ble the ſparkes thereoffly not among the houſes & dwel- 
ling places of their neighboꝛs. And truely it is but loſt las 
boz fo endeuoꝛ to quench this flame, ſæing that in the hart 
and midſt ofthe countrie ( which is ficickly vnited vnto 
the other their neighbozs ) nothing is moꝛe pzaciſed then 
a maintaining and nouriſhing ol it. Ik it be not perad- 
uenture that they thinke it to be poſſible to pꝛeſerue the 
externall parts and members,aſter the heart is burdened 
aud conſumed ; Which the ſaid States cannot well be. 
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leene by their neighbours. == ; 

And therefo:e( (ing that with a true plaine and un- 
cere conſcience they can appeale befoze God, that they are 
greatly diſpleaſed and hartely grieued foz the loes and 
dom nages of their neighboꝛs) much lee to haue giuen 
any occaſt3n of due complaint, permitted oz graunted, oꝛ 
elſe wauld y2t grauat oz permit to their ſauldiours and 
men of warre, that their neighbaur coun tries and the in ⸗ 
habitans thereofſhould be endommaged oz ruinated any 
waies by them. nd that their intention bath beene al- 
waies ſuch,the commiſſions, reſolutions, pla tarts and oꝛ⸗ 
donnances enacted and publiſhed to that effect by them, 
with the puniſhments therevato annexed, and molt ſe- 
uerely executed, can pet ſufficiently witneſſe and feſfifte, 
Inſomuch that at leaſt if is fo be ſeene thereby, that the 
fault was not in the good will and meaning of the ſaide 
States generall. 

But it may be that they oꝛ thoſe of the counſell of E⸗ 
ſtate haue nat bene alwaies able to keepe ſo good an oz. 
der and diſcipline as was well required: which rather 
came to palle partly bij the enimies ſubtill and polliticke 
pꝛactiſes, and partly alſo that in a great companies and 
troupe of diſoꝛdered and diſſolute ſouldiours it is no eaſy 
matter to keepe alwaies a good o2der and diſcipline, 
Which erceſle of theirs greeueth the States farre moꝛe, 
then it can do any other,becauſe foz the moſt part it turned 
to their greater dommage and intereſt. But in the meane 
while they haue rather ſaffred thoſe diſoꝛders patiently 
foz a time and certaine ſeaſon, with a hope alwaies to ſee 
ere long ſome amendment, then to pull oner their heads 
and pꝛocure a farre greater euill without compariſon. 
Namely that (fo the tofall ruine and vtter diſtrucion of 
theſe P2oninces, and conſequently to the dommage and 
intereſt of their neighboꝛs) they ſhoulde ſee themſelues 
fo2ced to bend their neckes vnder the yoake of an inſatia. 
ble, bloudie, cruell, abſolute, fozraine and ſlauiſh gouern⸗ 
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Under the turiſdiction of a people that path bene ſcene 
vnder the vale and coulour of Eccleſiaſtical gouernment, 
bloudy placarts ( ſo farre that they cuen foꝛbad the rea- 
ding of the Scripture) and pzoceedings by inquiſition in 
tourtes befo2 Judges, the like whereof was neuer hard oz 
ſcene in theſe countries, o haue ſought nothing elſe, then 
(againſt their oth and pꝛomiſes ſo ſolemnlye confirmed 
and {wozne)to violate and treade nioft wickedlye vndcr 
their fete the liberties, lawes,and pꝛinileges of theſe J320- 
uinces,change all their Eſtate, murther and exterminate 
all the chtefe Lozdes and Nobilitie thereof, charge the 
Commonaltie with an intollerable and moſt heauie bur- 
den of exactions, impoſts, and ſubſidies. And by theſe 
meanes to introduce and eitabliſh in the ſaid P2ouinces 
an abſolute gouernment,to come thereby the moze eaſicr 
to their long pꝛetended vniuerſall monarchie. 

And that their intention was neuer but ſuch,it appea⸗ 
reth manifeſtly by the incoꝛpoꝛation and ſurpꝛiſing of the 
richeſt Xbeys and Ponaſteries of theſe P2ouinces. Foz 
the Pꝛelats and Eccleſtaſticall men repꝛeſenting in the 
greater part of the Countrie, the firſt member of Eſtate: 
was to be aboliſhed and ſirſt roted out, that in their moſt 
honoꝛable places ſhould be intruded & put in a new kind 
of people: Nameiy the madters inquiſitoꝛs of Hereticks, 
bearing the name of 1Bih ps, all creatures of this new 
pꝛetended monarc hie. nd that theſe maiſters Inquiſt⸗ 
toꝛs foꝛ Heretickes oꝛ Biſhops newlp fozged , might re» 
mayne eſtabliched in their newe authozitie, they ſerued 
the Spaniards in theſe Pꝛouinces foz nothing elſe but fo2 
ſpies, obſeruing and taking a nere regard to thoſe that 
went about to oppoſe themſelues againſt this new abſo⸗ 
lute gouernment:that they might alſo by theſe meanes 
attach the ſecond member of Cate of theſe countries, 
namely the Lo2des and Nobllitte thereof. Whum partly 
they haue cauſed miſcrably and ſhamefully to be erecus 
ted, and partly diſarmed of all their weapons, their hands 
excepted. Foz the iffcaing whereof they thought to bane 
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matter enough, ſering that intreating onely foz innocent 
bloud, which they were deſirous to ſpill, was cenſured and 
holden by them, Crimen læſæ Maieſtatis Diuinæ & Hu- 
manæ, an ate o2 crime of treaſon againſt God and the 
Pꝛince. Nay they haue taken a founvation ſtrong inough 
hereout, to build and erect a cinill warre in theſe P2ouin- 
ces thereap3n,andlo to ſubdue them anewe agatae ,and 
ta exerciſe crucity and tpranny againſt them, as ouer a 
conquered people and nation. A common pꝛa tiſe of (ſuch, 

that go about to ſuppꝛeſle. roote out and exterminate all 
thoſe whom they indge and thinke to bee able to oppoſe 
themlclues againſt their barbarous crueltie and ty2anny. 
And thus finally they haue ouercharged the third Eſtate, 
the com monaltie and people with ſuch intoller able con. 

tributions, tallages and exactions, as t he like was neuer 
heard befoꝛe, to pꝛouide and furniſh the meanes required 
to the eſtabliſhmint of their abſolute puiſſance and domi 
nion. 

Germanie can ſhew many bloudie examples and in- 
ſtances, the remembꝛance of ſome whereof are pet frech, ot 
the intention and pꝛetence of this Turkiſh and barba- 
rous vniuerſall Monarchie. To this effect tended the vn- 
lawfull incozporation of diuers Pzouinces and chicfe Ci- 
ties ofthe lowe countries belonging to the Empire. The 
bloud ofſo many Loꝛ des and noble men,knightes,gentle- 
men, and other of the common fozt tit! manye millions. 
The ho2rible maſſacres and bucheries of innumerable 
innocents in India and Granada. The abſolute gouern- 
ment vſurped in Naples, Mylan, and in ſundꝛy places of 
Italie. The vniult : tyꝛannicall ſurpꝛiſing of Poztugall, 
the expulſion of the king Don Antonio their couſin ger- 
main: the damnable reſolutis with a wofal execution of 
the ſwallowing vp of England and Yreland, The inua- 
ding,vſurping,and detaining of diuers places and Cities 
of the Empire: the pzactiſes in Scotland, the ſeeret intel⸗ 
ligences and pꝛiuie cozreſpondences in the courts of moſt 
part ofthe Pzinces, Finally the dziftesat this inſtant to 
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manifeſt againſt the Realms of France, and the lawfull 
heire thereof. 

It is moſt certaine and true that wages are made dai⸗ 
ly vpon the Crowne of Francs and him that ſhal haus if, 
And the laid States generall can in no wiſe beleeue that 
this is done becauſe the French king hath no right claims 
o; title vnto it, which many P2tnces and common weales 
in league with them, and alſo of the Romilh religion 
(who kauoz otherwiſe in nothing elſe this new pꝛetended 
vniuerſall and abſolute dominion and gonernmet) would 
not maintaine,nay not ſo much as once auerre it. But 
the truth is, that the ſaid new pꝛetended abſolute Spaniſh 
gouernment,ſhould be greatly hindered and interreſſed, 
and mozeouer farre ouerſhot in account, if ſuch a king- 
dome as France is,ſhould remaine in his ancient and he- 
reditarie lawes, rightes aud cuſtomes. 

And therefoze it is permitted to the ſubiects of France 
to oppoſe themſelues againſt their lawfull and naturall 
king, and to ayde and aſſiſt theſe varlets and Spaniſh 
Marrannos, not foz to liue afterward at libertie,x to en- 
toy freely and peaceably that which God and nature hath 
geuen them quietly fo2 to poſſeſſe,but to foꝛte their king 
to foʒſake his religio (Whcrin from his youth he bath bene 
bꝛought vp and inſttu ted) with the loſſe of his crowne, to 
the ende that they might bee adiopned and vnited vnto 
this Turkiſh and barbarous gouernment. 

This is a ſtrange thing befoze it was Crimen læſæ 
Maieſtatis & rebellionis,a crime of treaſon and rebelli , 
on, that ſubieas ſhould haue by requeſt entreated their 
Donueraines, Dukes, Carles oz Loꝛdes with all reuerece 
and due obedience to grant oꝛ permit vnto them gratis oz 
foꝛ money fo enioy free libertie of conſcience. And nowe 
the French king his ſubiectts haue not onely libertie and 
permiſſton thereunto,but are pet exhozted nay conſtrai- 
ned to lay hands vpon the Crowne of their king, if he wil 
not altogether addict himſelfe to the religion of the one 
part of his ſubiects. be 
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Behold the great pꝛiuileges of this Turkiſh Chziftia- 
nity in doing (when it ſemeth good vnto them) all that o- 
ther befoze haue tvdged and cenſured to deſerue extreems 
puniſhment and tozment . To the end that they being 
thus without any law, might vie an abſolute power and 
tur iſdia ion to rule aboue the lawes , nay the conſciences 
goods and lines ofthe pwze Commonaltiy to their full 
pleaſure and appetite: And ſednce by ſuch painted ſhoes, 
doceitfull gloſes and pzactiſes the ſimple people,abuſing of 
their ignozance,to induce and pꝛouoke them to riſe and 
oppoſe themſelnes againſt their lawfull king ( again 
whom they are not able fo alledge any occaſton of offence 
bow ſmall ſovuer ) and ſo by theſe meanes to make them- 
ſelues abſolute maiſters of the ſurnamed kingdome. 

And therefoze the vnited Pꝛouinces are no moze to ba 
blamed,in that they haue attempted and vndertaken(foz- 
ſeing the pꝛetence of this vniuerſall pꝛetended Empirs 
and Monarchie, not beholding themſelues onely as in a 
loking glaſſe in the examples ot their vnſpeakeable tyzan- 
nie, crueltie and maſſacres exerciſed vpon the po8ze Jn- 
dians, Granada, and other nations : but alſo vpon the 
chiefeſt Peares, gentlemen, and many thouſands of other 
of theſe Pꝛouinces) that, which to euery nation, nay fo 
married wifes and childzen themſelues, and to all vaſſales 
and ſubjects is by law permitted to do the like, againſt 
their owne huſbands,fathers and ſoueraines. End no rea- 
on it is, that fo2 this cauſe they ſhould be holden and re⸗ 
puted foz diſturbers of the publicke peace,o2 fo; ſuch that 
will enterpꝛiſe thinges repugnant and contrarie to their 
othe, pꝛomiſe and oꝛdonnances of the ſacred Empire. 

The States generall are yet mindfull of their pzomiſe, 
Which with all care and ſtedkaſtnes they haue kept and 
perfoꝛmed: asalſo they hope to continue therein hereaf- 
ter. Miching (as partly belonging to the ſacred Empire, 
of the which they are glad to be eſteemed and acknow⸗ 
ledged ſuch to be) that by the meanes of the ſaid (acted 
Empire, as members of one —_ , they might _ 
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ſome aide, aſſiſfance , and defence againſt theſe extreeme 
diolences,cruelties,alaultes and inuaſtons, 

Foz the which they haue already oftentimes moſt hum⸗ 
bly and inſtantly ſued as well by fozme of requeſt and 
ſupplication,as by WmyaTadozs aud commiſſioners , as 
pet at this p2eleat they ceaſe n. to do it: to the endthat 
(-acco2ding to the oꝛdinances and ſtatutes of the ſacred 
Empire) all Spanich fo2ces, vaclets,and other outiandith 
and foꝛraine ſoldiours might be dꝛiuen out of theſe 1320 - 
umces and dominion of the ſacred Empire, that by theſe 
meanes high and lowe Germanie might one daie in per- 
fect vnitie and amitie traffique , frequent and eniop a free 
entercourſe ot dealing onc with an other. 

nd it this requeſt cannot be granted vnto them ( wher⸗ 
of notwithſtanding they wil not (eme once to doubt) they 
deſire their Excellences Electoꝛials with the other Pzin- 
tes, Lo2ds and Eſtates of the Empire to interpꝛete and 
tonſter their actions, in this diſticult and troubleſome war 
to the beſt, that thereby the might moze eaſilg and with 
greater courage ſuppozt and endure the fatall trauailes 
of their neceſſary defence. Und to empech and hinder moze 
and moze(as they haue begon alreadie) that theſe coun- 
tries with all their meanes and commodities ( which trae- 
ly ſhould not be mall) ſerue not at laſt as ſedes & Media 
bellis, to the diſtruction and totall ruine of all their neigh⸗ 
bours, and aduancement of this pꝛetended vniuerſall and 
Turkiſh abſolute Monarchie. 

Che ſaid States generall hauing bene infozced by vz- 
ging necefſitie to arme themſelues againſt the common 
enimie:hane kept themſelues alwates in terminis de- 
fenſioni,, in the bandes and limits of their defence, to pze- 
ſerue and keepe that, which was theirs, and to recouer 
that againe which by fozce , pzactiſe and ſiniſker meanes 
was taken from the in theſe Pꝛouinces: without to haue 
euer deſired,and in any wiſe would pet deſire to incoꝛpo⸗ 
rate the townes and holdes of their neighbozs. 

And therefoze thep cannot well vnderſtand what it 
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meanes that they are demided by law to deliuer oꝛ make 
reſtitution ot any places that ſhonld bee inco2pozated by 
them, 

Foz although they vnderſtand p2inately that it is 
thought, that the houſe of Sgrauenwert lyeth in the ter- 
ritoʒies of their neigbozs , pet they are certainelp info2- 
med that the ſaid houſe is ſifnated in the countrie of the 
Duke of Gelders. Mhere it 93th bene made befoze by ge- 
nerall Schenk to the great charges and-erpenſes of theſe 
vnited Pꝛouinces. After the deceaſe of whom, the ſatde 
fozt partly by the enimies pꝛactiſes, and partly by the neg- 
ligence of the garniſon therein, was bzought into ſuch an 
extremity,that » States (to pꝛeutt the enemp frõ hauin 
it) were fozted to furniſh an other great ſome of mony,to þ 
ſure garde and defence of the ſame. * 

It is alſo to be conſidered that the ſaid foꝛt is builded 
and entertained in that place not to hinder any man, but 
by an vꝛgent and extreeme neceſlity, to hinder and pꝛe⸗ 
nent by it, that the great violences of the enymy make 
no further inuaſton into thoſe quarters oł their countrie. 

And it is a thing expꝛeſſely permitted and enacted by 
the imperial l la wes in the like caſe to cre ſuch a fo2t in 
vicino, And therefoꝛe with moꝛe reaſon it is lawfull, and 
permitted to kæ pe and maintaine it, during the time of 

neceſſity. 

In the meane while the (aid States generall giue their 
Erccllences Eledoꝛals, the other Pzinces , Loꝛdes and 
Cates of the ſacred Empire to vnderſtand, that fo auoid 
all occaſion cf ſtriffe, controuerſie,and contention,toncer- 
ning that ſchonſe, they deſire nothing elſe then to _ 
therein by all lawfull and reaſonable meanes, to the ende 
that their Excellences Electozals with the other Yzinces 
= Eſtates may receiue a full and ſufficient contentmet 

pit. 31 
And by theſe pꝛeſentes they would haue ſet dowine and 
pꝛopounded certaine wates to bꝛing this to an effect, if 
the States of Gelderland (who — and on 
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fy claime to haue right to the ground of the (aide ſconſe, 
and benig the neerelt neighbozs vnto it, are by it in grea⸗ 
ler ſafety and ſecurity) had ſent their deputies with full 
commiſſion(as touching theſe affaires ) to this allembly. 
But becauſe they are not as yet arriued , and that your 
Loꝛdſhips cannot ſtay here any longer: the ſaid States 
enerall will referre and remitte it to their comming 
which as they hope will be very hoztly ) and then will 
conſider moꝛs effectually vpon it, and make ſuch a decla⸗ 
ration, as they thinke will ſerue to their Excellences E- 
lectozals full contentment, with the other Pzinces,Lozvg 
and States of the ſacred Empire. 

On the other ſive , there are not onely in the Dukes 
dome of Cleue, and that vpon the ground of the Pzinces 
Electo2s,and other Pzinces,made Bulwozkes, Foztreſ- 
ſes,and Rampires, but alſo many great townes and ct- 
ties ſurpꝛiſed and detained,not foz any neceſſarie defence 
to themſelues, but onely to endommage and ſpoyls there- 
with the neighbours , and fo extende the limites of their 
ſaid abſolute Turkiſh dominton and gouernment : as it 
appear eth moſt manifeſtly now ot late by certaine letters 
ok theirs infercepted and decyphered. And therefoze their 
Excellences Electozalles with the other Pzince, Lo2des, 
and States of the ſacred Empire, haue great reaſon to 
haue ſpeciall care vnto their affaires , and diligently to 
conſider wherefoze all the Biſhopzickes thereabout ap- 
pertaining to the Empire, partiye by foꝛce, and partlye by 
p2aciſe,and ſecret pollicies, are put into the handes of the 
Spaniſh creatures, and ſuch, after they haue gotten fit 
time and oppoztunitie to recompence the great benefites 
receiued of their Creatoz, will deliuer vato him the ſecular 
gouernment:as in Biſhopꝛickes ofour time the like path 
bene ſeene come to paſſe in reſpect of ſuch Creatures, and 
Creatoz, | 

Mozeouer if appeareth if their intention bee to make a 
reſtitution of the ſaid townes and places kept by them, in 

that now of late they were pet fully purpoſed to _ 
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two other townes, namely Goch and Reeſh: Which the 
States generall doubt not but to be knowen of all men, 
And it is not once to be called in queſtion, that the ne we 
Fo2trefſes which are now in builsing in the Biſhopzicke 
of Colen, were not begon with a purpoſe and iatent to 
p2ofit and further that ſide. 

nd farre it is that the States haue bene the firſt , that 
haue attempted any thing vpon the holoes , townes and 
places ſituated in the Countries of their neighbozs , Foz 
as yet they cannot call to miade, that by them oz by their 
commandement any ſuch place oz towne hath beene lur- 
p2iſed oz taken. nd if perhaps at one tune oz an other 
(foz neceſſities ſake and without their commiCion)ſach a 
thing is happened, the places were immediately deliuered 
and abandoned againe as it was meet, by the ſaid States 
oꝛdinante and appointment, without entermedling oꝛ ta⸗ 
king any knowleagement of that which happened in the 
Bichopꝛicke of Colen, Foz it is knowne to moſt men by 
what commiſſion and charges the ſaid affaires were mi 
naged and conducted. True it is in dede that the ſoldiers 
that were in ſeruice of:hele pꝛouintes afſifted the Pzincs 
Electo; Turckes, his generals and captaines,in certaine 
erploits done in the ſaid Bichopꝛicke: but this happened 
not, but after that his aduerſarie had not onely called o⸗ 
penly vnto his aide the Spaaiſh garriſons into the ſayde 
Biſhopꝛicke, but had alreadte taken and ſarpziſed certain 
towaes and places wherennto it was moſt necefarie to 
haue a ſpeciall care and regard. 

Now lately alſo it is come to palle that the garriſons of 
theſe Pꝛouinces haue taken the foꝛt of Luttekenhouen, 
becauſe the common enimie made two great a commoditpe 
of it, vũng it very fitly to put in effec his purpoſe foꝛ the 
inuading of Freeſeland . They alſo haue ſurpꝛiſed vpon 
the common enimy and his garriſons the ſconſe lying be- 
foze Buricke, whicy the ſaid enimy had made , pꝛouided, 
and furniſhed with men,ſhot, pouder, and other munition 
of warre, as well by water as * to endommage by 
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it theſe P2eninces:and haue alſo ſurpꝛiſed vpon the ſame 
enimie the towne and caſtle of Burick. And although the 
ſaid States {aſwell foz the commoditie which the ſaide 
enimie reaped by the ſaid places, as alſo becauſe manye 
yeares ſince hee had furnithed the ſaid holde oz ſchonſe, 
towne and caſtle, with all neceſlarie munition of warre to 
the great hinderance ol thefe Pꝛouintes es well by wa- 
ter as by land are to be accounted and efieemed to haue 
bene taken not from their neighbours , but from the com⸗ 
mon enim of their countrie. Pet notwithſtanding to 
ſhew that they wich and dcfire trucly and without all dif- 
ſimulation to pieaſure their Excellentes Clectozalles, the 
Pꝛintes, Loꝛdes and the reſt of the State of the ſacred 
Empire, and by no meanes ſeeme to vſurpe any thing vp- 
on their Dominions, they are contented to abandon the 
ſaid places ont of hand, and pꝛeſently cauſe oꝛdinances 
hereunto required to be diſpatched , that no occaſion of 
excuſe 02 delay be left oꝛ gcuen vnto the enimies hereby, 
not to make reſtitution alſo pzeſently of all thole places 
vlurped by them, 

And if paraduenture the companies that are in pape of 
the States in ther neccſſarte paſſage and purſute of tte 
enimp.,haue endommagcd the countries of our ncighbo2s, 
it hath bene aiwates with griete and againſt the will of 
theſaid States gencrall. who neuer weuld haue the cheefe 
maliaco:s left vnpuniſhed, f they had had no due conſide⸗ 
ration that nec ſlitp foꝛced them hereunto, as their vſe 
hath bene alwaics to obſerue in entertaining of thur foꝛ⸗ 
ces, not vpon the expenſes of tier neighboꝛs, but vpon the 
coſt and charges of thcſe Pꝛeuinces, to their vitermoſt 
pd ver and abilitie. 

TUAhere to the contrarie on the other de we haue ſeene 
oftentimes Whole regiments of Infanterie, and ſundzie 
troupes of hoꝛſes to haue bene maintained whole moneths 
and peares vpon the conti ibuttons and countries of our 
neighboꝛs, as it is pit to be ſene this pꝛeſent dape, oneipe 
thereby to moleſt and treuble vs, and endom mage thcſe 
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P2;oninces.fo the ende that by ſuch like oppꝛellions, ſpoy⸗ 
ling and waſting of the countrie,and the inhabitans thers 
of, they might the moze eaſter come to their ambitions 
purpoſe and pꝛetence, the onely marke whereof is the ſaid 
vmuerſall and abſolute Monarchie. 

And that this is true, it may bee gathered partlye by 
this, in that the common enimp geueth but lender papes 
oꝛ rather none at ail to the regiments and companies 
that are appointed to lye and haue their garriſon in the 
countries of our neighbours. Wheras to the contrarie, 
the ſaid States generall.to kepe a god 02der and, diſci- 
pline, and to put the better in execution their Statutes, 
oꝛdinances, and reſolutions againſt the diſozders and ill 
bchautours of thole ſoldiours that are in their paye , and 
moꝛeouer to eaſe their neighbozs of their outrages and 
riots,make from time to tune ſuch a reaſonnable payment 
(aſter their vttermodꝭ power and abilitie) vnto them, that 
it might be well called in doubt, if in ſo long- during and 
troubleſome a warre, the mightieſt and greateit Poten⸗ 
tatcs of Europe haue cuter done mo2e,nay boldly dare ſay 
the like. 

True it is that the ſaid States generall to their infinite 
charge and expenſes entertaine ſhippes of warre, that an⸗ 
ker as weil in the lea as in riuers, and common pallages. 
But this is not to any mans hinderance oz pꝛeiudice, but 
rather foz the ne teſtarie defence and ſalegard of the Mar⸗ 
riners, and Parchants againſt the Piracies, robberies, 
and violences of the common enimp, who likewiſe kepeth 
ſund2y ſhippes and men of warre vpon the ſea, riuers. and 
paſſages ,buf to an intent onely to robbe and vndo paſ- 
fingers, 

And the ſaid States haue farre greater occaſion fo vſe 
ſuch a defence, then other haue, becauſe it greatly concer- 
neth the impoꝛtante of theſe P2oninces, and the inhabt- 
tans thereot. Although the ſubieas of the ſacred Empire 
reape in the meane while, as much p2ofite and commodt- 
ty by the {aid ſhips(being daely paide and ſo kept in god 
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oz der and diſcipline)as the inpabitans of theſe Pzouinces 
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hemſe lues. | 1 2 
And becauſe the ſea and rivers are iuris publici, oz 
common by law, and that it is permitted to euery man to 
keepe them, and caſt anker in them without the hinde- 
rance oz offence of any bodie, this deede of the [aid States 
is not to be miſliked oꝛ to be found fault withal, and chiefs 
ly becauſe that thereby they haue onely ſought to let and 
pꝛe vent the injuries and inuaſions of the enymy. 

Touching that the ſaid States generall(to lighten and 
eaſe their great charges which they ſuſtaine in cleanſing 
the ſea and rinersfrom Pirats and. piracie ) haue bene 
fo2ced to impoſe vpon the wares bzought and carried out 
of the countries,money of conuoy and licence: it hath bene 
agreed vpon to their great griefe , foz no man receiucth 
thereby greater intereſt and hinderance , then theſe Pꝛo⸗ 
uinces themſelues, and the inhabitansthercof. And it it 
were not that extreme neceſſity did fo:ce them hereunto, 
the ſaid States general! would not once haue thought to 
do ſuch a thing, ſeeing that the welfare of this countrie t 
P2ouinces conſifteth in free trafficking : which by ſuch e 
ſuch like charges and tallages is greatly hindered, Added 
aiſo that the inhabitans themſclues of theſe Pzoninces 
ſuſtaine and carry the burden of theſe tributes and 
ſubſidies,as much as any other nation. And alſo thy ſaide 
ſtatute and oꝛdinance of licences and conuope is not kept 
and obſerued but onely inthe poztes,hauens , 4 common 
paſſages of theſe countries, with all ozder and reaſonna- 
ble diſcretion, 

In the meane whilet he ſaid States gencrall vnder⸗ 
ſtand not to what end this their deede is miſconffrued, 
milliked, and ill taken , ſeeing that diuers P2inces F# 
common weales enioping a full peace and quiet reft, and 
without any euident token of neccſſity , dziuing them 
thereunto, cauſe the like tallages t tritutes to bes paide 
vnto them. 

Yet their Cxbellences Eledozals, the other Pꝛinces 
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Loꝛdes and States of the ſacred Empire may alure the- 
ſelues, that (p affaires of theſe Pꝛouintes being bꝛought 
once to a happie and deſired iſiue, and therewith all occaſi- 
ons of this vrgent neceſſity remoued e quite tanen away ) 
the ſaid charges, tallages and tributs will come to ceaſe by 
themſelues. But if in the meane While ſome extoꝛſions 03 
eractions by land oꝛ by water be done by the ſoldiours, mẽ 
of war and other being in the pay and ſeruice of the ſaide 
States, ſuch puniſhment, vpon complaint, Mall bee done 
of them, as the enoꝛmity ol the fact thall require t demand. 

How much the ſaid States generall are repugnant £ 
contrarie to theſe extozfions, how greatly they are greened 
and diſpleaſed that the poze travellers ſhould againſt all 
law and right be robbed and ſpoiled of their gods, the god 
oꝛder, which nowe of late, after the diſceaſe of generall 
Shenck, is ſet downe by them in the ĩchonſe of Sgrauen 
VVeert, doth ſufficiently witnes and ſhewꝛ wherby they 
haue taken away all tributes ond impoſts that were im- 
poſed there, without the aduiſe t commiſliõ of the States 
generall,as by effect it is knowen to all the woꝛld. 

Moꝛedouer if any of theſe ſoldiours and men of war that 
are in ſeruice of the States and leuied by their cõmiſſion, 
ſhall be connicted to haue kilde and robbed anp man, to 
haue caſt fire into ſome houſes, vſed violence o2 comitted 
ſuch like crimes:the (aid States genera!l will not faile to 
_ ſuchfo2 an example to all others, as it is required, 

nd will by no meanes hinder,that the lime execution be 
not done by the magiſtrates of their neigzbo2s ( ſo that it 
be without partiality ) vnto whom they commend aboue 
the reſt the god cozreſpondece which ought to be between 
neighbozs and frendes. 

And this it is that the States gencrall of the vnited 
Pꝛouinces of the low countries (being thereunto in god 
intention and amitie required by the Ambaſſadszs of the 
P2inces Electoꝛs, Pꝛinces, Loꝛdes : States of the ſacred 
Empire) haus to anſwere. Deſiring vet once againe the 
bigh and rencwmed Pzinces Electozs, other Pzinccs, 
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Lo2des and Sfatesthat it may pleaſe them alwaies fa- 
no2ably to aſſiſt and aide the ſaid vnited Pꝛouinces of the 
low countries, that ſerue the at this pzelent ſoꝛ rampires 
and bulinozkes , againſt the aboue mentioned generall 
neceſſity imminentis periculi , 

Deſire alſo the ſaid Lozdes mbaſſadozs fo do a faiths 
full repozt of this their anſwere to the high, moſt reuered 
and renowmed Pzinces Electozs , the other Pzinces, 
Loꝛdes and States, hoping that the almightie (whole 
ſtrong and puiſſant arme hath till this time molt miracu- 
loufly kept and pzeſerued theſe countries , with the fauo- 
rable aſſiſtance of their frendes and confederates , neigh- 
boꝛs and allyed) will giue a happie and pzoſperous ifſug 
vnto the laamentable affaires of this common wealth. 

Finallye whereas the moſt honozable Counteſſe of 
Newnar &c. widdow of the moſf noble Earle Adolf, 
Count of Newnar , Mocurs &c, complaineth that, a⸗ 
gainſt the oꝛdinances, ſtatutes and pꝛiuileges of the ſa- 
cred Empire, diuers loꝛdſhips.ſigneuries and poſſeſſions 
appertaining vato her, and ſituated in the dominion of 
the Empire,and in the p2otection thereof, ar as wzongful- 
fully taken from her, as vniuſtly detained fill this pꝛeſent 
dap: the ſaid States generall deſire their Excellences E. 
lectozals , the other Princes, Koꝛds & Cates, that by their 
authoꝛitie, oꝛder may be geuen, foz the reſtitution of the 
ſaid goods and poſſeſſions,that the ſaid Lady in her ſoꝛow 
fall and wofull eſtate, remaine not againſt all lawes of 
humanitie afflicted and grerued any longer thereby. Done 
in the Hage this 2 3 .of Septembze : 5 9 0. 

Vnder ſtood written by the States gene- 
rall. Signed. C. Acrſons, 


The true Copie of the anſwere of the States generall, the 25. 
of Septembre. 15 go. vnto the propoſition done vnto them the 
23. of Auguſt laſt, by the Deputies of the right honorable 
Burgmailters, and the reſt of the Senate of the city of Colen. 


T Ve States generall of the vnited Pꝛouinces of the 
low 
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low Countrics,after that they had heard and ſcene that 
which the right wo2thipfull Nicolas Lifſck ſecretarie and 
deputie of the right honozable Burgmaiſters , and the 
Counſell of the impertall and free citie ol Colen , the 23. 
of Xugufl laſt hath pzopounded vnto them, as well by 
woꝛd of mouth, as by waiting in their aſlembly,accozding 
to the authoꝛitie geuen vnto him by their letters of com- 
miſſion: Firft thanke moſt effectuouſly the ſamde Burg- 
maiſters and thoſe of the Senate ofthe imperiall citie of 
Colen foz their god will fowardesthem , declare that 
their intention hath beue alwates , and is yet at this pze- 
ſent to keepe and cauſe to be kept with the ſaid Burgmai- 
ſters and thoſe of the ſaid Senate, as alſo with the inhabi- 
fans 02 citizens of the ſurnamed impertall and fre citie of 
Colen all amity,frendſhip,and god neighbozhod, And 
the ſaid Senates may aſſure theſelues that by the meanes 
and conſent of the States generall,the god burgeſſes any 
inhabitans of the ſaid imperiall and free cixie of Colen, 
were neuer yet taken pziſonners,manacled,chained,oz in 
any wiſe miſuſed by them : without that the ſaid States 
will meddle in any ſozt with that, that vpon the occaſion 
of p war of Colen might haue happened, ſ&ing that it is 
ſufficientip knowne by what cominandement and com- 
miſſion this warre hath bene conducted. In ſo much that 
the ſaid States generall relye their truſt lo farre vpon the 
Burgmaiſters and the reſt of the Senate of the imperiall 
and free citie of Colen, that on their ſide alſo they are of 
intention and meaning fo cauſe all frendſhip and amitie 
fo be kept with all the vnited Pꝛouintes in generall, and 
with euery one of them in particular, and with the inha- 
bitans and pertainers thereunto, And that they ſhall not 
meddle in any ſoꝛt whatſceuer with the affaires of this 
warrc,oz with any thing dependant thereunto, no2 ſhall 
undertake any thing againſt theſe P2oninces, oz that 
might bee pꝛeiudiciall to the inhabitans thereof oz their 
gods. Likewiſe alſo their honozs may be aſſured that 
of theſe countries ſide it ſhall r be permitted that the 
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good citiz:ns and inhabitans of the imperiall and fre citie 
of Colen by land oꝛ water ſhall in any ſoꝛt be endomma- 
ged, hindered, oz interreſſed in their traffique, negotiatis, 
bodie 02 gods. But that in all thinges and all places they 
ſhall be receiued and vied as god frendes and neighboncs 
by theſe Countries. nd to that cffect newe commande 
ment and oꝛder ſhall be geuen to the garriſons of the fron- 
tier townes and other places of defence thereabouts. 

As concerning that which toucheth the aFaires of Iohn 
Baptiſt Leopert bozne in Isburgh, in the countrie of Ti- 
roll, the ſaid States generall haue geuen o2der that the 
laid perſon (i he can be found in theſe countries) thall be 
citeb and called to tommpaire in perlon, and to giue a god 
account of his ad ions and wzitings, vpon paine of deſer⸗ 
ned puniſhmest. 

Aus concerning the affaires of the right honozable Loꝛd 
of Putlits, mentioned in the fo2zmer pꝛopoſition, the ſaide 


- States generall haue cauſed fs be (aid vnto him by thoſe 


ofthe Counſell of Eſtate, and moꝛeouer they themſelues 
haue declared vato him, that they are not contented that 
he ſhoutd go fozward in his purpoſe againſt the ſaid un⸗ 
peri all and free citie ot Colen, but by lata es of 
right and iuſtice. s alſo theꝝ allure the iaid Burgmai- 
ſters and whole Senate that the ſaid Putlics in the diffe- 
reace which he hath with them, will bes willing to come 
to reaſonnable conditions and compoſition. 

nd to that ende the ſtates will vie by their deputies 
and commiſſtonsrs;all diligence that map be, to ſhew in 
all thinges vato the ſaid Burg naiſters and counſell of 
the (aid titie of Colen, the god will which they beare, and 
the deſire which they haue to kee pe god neighbozhad with 
them, to the end that the generall contractious, and inter⸗ 
courſe of traſfique betwene them may continue. 

Finally, whereas the moſt honoꝛable Lady Walburg, 
Counteſſe of New nar, Moeurs, Lymbourg &c.ſhcwerh 
that the deceaſed Lozd Adolf, Earle of Newnar,Mocurs, 
Lymbourg &c,to quite ſomething his loTes and domma⸗ 

geg, 


19 

ges which he hath ſuſtained in his gvdes ( which by con. 
fiſcation haue beene taken away from him) had recet- 
ned of the States thzce thauſand Dollers of certain rents 
which the Canoay of S. Andrew in Colen was to receing 
of the ſaid fates. And that foꝛ this cauſe a Burgeſle of A⸗ 
mersford was now arreſted and detained in Colen , (al- 
though it is not permitted to anyimpertali citie to pꝛoceed 
by arreſt in matters which happen by theſe warres ) and 
that now the ſaid ſtates of Veright,addzeſi: themſelues to 
the laid connteſle to cauſe the arreſted to be releaſed, ſeing 
that the cuſtomes of the towne of Tielr apper taine to the 
ſaid Ladie, and are ingaged foz that cauſe ; nd alſo that 
ſhe woulde not willingly p:ocede by contrarreſt, wherby 
ſhe ſhould be foꝛced to moleſt ſome of Colen, 

This conſidered the ſtates generall, at the requeſt of 
the ſaid Tounteſſe (who in her woful! eſtate deſeruet h all 
fauour ) deſtce that the ſaid arreſt nay be cancelled, and 
the Burgeſſe of Amer sford releaſed. And therefoze the 
rather that the Biſhop and Canony of Colen do vnto the 
ſaid Lady great wzong in detaining her goods away from 
her, without any reſtitution of that which after the de- 
ceaſe of the Earle her huſband is due vnto her, amoun⸗ 
ting vato maze then thꝛee thouſand Dollers. Thus res 
ſo!1425 and 2grede vpon in the aſembly of the ſaid fates 
gectecall. At the Hage che 29.0f Septembze. 1 590. 


Vnder writen as before, 


The anſwere of the States generall vnto the propoſi- 
tion of the Deputies ot the Prince and States of 
Liege, 


1 ok the Counſell of Eſtate of the vnifedP2on'in- 
tes of the low Countries hauing moꝛe thꝛoughly re⸗ 
garded that which hath bene declared vnto them by the 
Deputies of the Pꝛince and . Liege, and conſide- 
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god citiz?ns and inhabitans of the imperiall and fre citie 
of Colen by land oꝛ water ſhall in any ſozt be endomma- 
ged, hindered, oz interreſſed in their traffique, negotiatis, 
bodie 03 gods. But that in all thinges and all places they 
ſhall be receiued and vied as god frendes and neighboncs 
by theſe Countries, And to that cect newe commande 
ment and oꝛder ſhall be geuen to the garriſons of the fron- 
tier townes and other places of defence thereabouts. 

As concerning that which toucheth the affaires of Iohn 
Baptiſt Leopert bozne in Isburgh, in the countrie of Ti- 
roll, the ſaid States generall haue geuen c2der that the 
ſaid perſon (if he can be found in theſe countries) ſhall be 
citeb and called to convaire in perlon, and to giue a god 
account of his acioas and wzitings, vpon paine of deler⸗ 
ned puniſhmest. 

As concecning the affaires of the right honozable Lozd 
of Putlits, mentioned in the fo2zmer pꝛopoſition, the ſaide 


- States generall haue cauſed to be (aid vnto him by thoſe 


ofthe Counſell of Eikate , and mozeourr they themſelues 
haue declared vato him, that they are not coutcnted that 
he ſhouid go fozward in his purpoſe agaiuſt the ſaid tins 
periall and free citie of Colen, but by lata wars of 
right and iuſtice. Is alſo they allure the ald Wargmat- 
ſters and whole Senate that the ſaid Putlics in the diffe- 
reace which he hath with them, will bes willing to come 
to reaſonnable conditions and compoſition. 

Xnd to that ende the ſtates will vie by their deputies 
and commiſſtonsrs;all diligence that map be, to ſew in 
all thinges vato the ſaid Burg. naiſters and counſell of 
the laid citie of Colen, the god will which they beare, and 
the deſire which they haue to kee pe god neighvozhad with 
them, to the end that the generall contracions, and inter⸗ 
courſe of traſfique betwene them may continue. 

Finally, whereas the moſt hono2able Lady Walburg, 
Countelle of Newnar, Mocurs, Lymbourg &c.ſycweth 
that the deceaſed Lozd Adolf, Earle oi Newnar,Mocurs, 
Lymbourg &c. to quite ſomething his loTes and domma⸗ 

gcs, 
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es which he hath ſuſtained in his godes( which by. con. 

cation haue beene taken away from him) had recei- 
ned of the States thzce thauſand Dollers of certain rents 
which the Canoay of S. Andrew in Colen was to receing 
of the ſaid ates. And that foꝛ this cauſe a Burgeſſe of A⸗ 
mersford was now arreſted and detained in Colen , (al- 
though it is not permitted to any imperial citie to pzocced 
by arreſt in matters which happen by theſe warres ) and 
that nowthe ſaid ſtates of Veright,addzefi: themſelues to 
the ſaidconnteſſe to cauſe the arreſted to be releaſed, ſeing 
that the cuſtomes of the towne of Tielr apper taine to the 
ſaid Ladie, and are ingaged foꝛ that cauſe: And alſo that 
ſhe woulde not willingly pꝛoceede by contrarreſt, wherby 
ſhe ſhould be foꝛced to moleſt ſome of Colen, 

This conſidered the ſkates generall, at the requeſt of 
the ſaid Counteſſe( who in her wofull eſtate deſeruet h all 
fauour) deſite that the ſaid arreſt map be cancelled, and 
the Burgeſſe of Amersford releaſed. And therefoze the 
rather that the Biſhop and Canony of Colen do vnto the 
ſain Lady great wzong in detaining her goods away from 
ber, without any reſtitution of that which after the de- 
ceaſe of tge Earle her huſbandis due vato her, amoun⸗ 
ting vnto m22e then thꝛee thouſand Dollers, Thus re⸗ 
ſobued and agreede vpon iu the aCembly of the ſaid fates 
genecall. At the Hage che 29. of Septembze. 1 590. 


Vnder writen as before, 


The anſwere of the States generall vnto the propoſi- 
tion of the Deputies ot the Prince and States of 
Liege. 


E Poſe of the Counſell of Effafe of the vniftedPzon'n- 
tes of the low Countries hauing moze thꝛoughly re⸗ 
garded that which hath bene declared vnto them by the 
Deputies ofthe Pꝛince and 2 Liege, and conſide- 
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ring that they make ſome difficultic in net tu aide oz alliſt 
the @paniards and their adherents [wczre enimies not 
onely to theſe Pꝛouinces, but alſo of our neighbours:haue 
a iuſt occaſion greatly to doubt and ſuſped of ſome ſecret 
intelligence, and that the laid ÞP2ince of Liege(as the com- 
mon repoꝛt goeth pet, and hath done long ſince) bee in 
league with the king of Spaine, conſidering alſo the deeds 
of hoſtility and the vſurping of places and gods appertai⸗ 
ning vnto the inhabitans «x ſubtects of theſe vnited P20- 
uinces, and others fauozing theſe ſtates ſide, Alſo in that 
they haue intermedled themſelues with the wars of Co- 
len, by confiſcatio oz ſaiſement, and this after Þ the accoꝛd 
was concluded with the Ambaſſadoꝛs of the ſacred Em⸗ 
pire, vpon the rendzing ofthe places and gods appertai⸗ 
ning to the Pꝛinces and ſubiecs ofthe ſaid Empire. In 
ſo much that to accomodate and maintaine the ſoldiours 
of the laid Leaguers, the countrie of Liege hath bene ſ&ne 
continually eaten and ſpopled, ſeing that in the ſamd coun⸗ 
trie are leuied and entertained whole regiments foz thoſe 
of the League, and this vpon the charge of the poꝛe Far⸗ 
mers and Peſants. Poꝛeouer it is ſaid that the villages 
of the campaigne ground of Liege giue contribution to the 
payment of the ſoldiours that are in ſcruice of the (aide 
Leaguers. And that in the ſaid counttie they pzoceede a- 
gainſt thoſe ofthe refozmed religion, not onelp with er- 
treme ſeuerity and rigoꝛ, confoꝛmable to the inquiſition of 
Spaine, but alſo againſt the ſoldiours of theſe Pꝛouinces 
with all crueltie, and without foꝛme oꝛ figurc of iuſtice. 
EUhereas to the contrarte , the enumies ſoldicurs eſcape 
not onely vnpuniſhed fo2 their violences,and other offen- 
ces done by them, but are pct ſuppoꝛted ⁊ fauo2cd. {Theres 
fozc although we haue bene alwaies inclined (as yet wa 
are )to kepe a god cozreſpondence nee3ylo21e3 4 frev.p- 
ſhip with the ſaid countric 4 ſubtecs of Liege, and delend 
them from all hurtes and demmages , accc2ding to our 
power and ability, 
Pet not withſtanding ſoz the reaſons aboue mentioned, 
and 
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and foz reſpect of certaine contracts made betwene the 
ſaid fates generall, and ſome great P2inces and Poten⸗ 
tates concerning the affaires and direction of warte, thoſe 
of the counſell of Eſtate cannot ſpeedily and at this pze- 
ſent reſolue themſelues abſolutely vpon the remonſtratiõs 
done vnto them by the ſaid Deputies , but will infozme 
themſelues better ot all matters, and finding that on the 
other lide, they are in god earneſt requeſted and deſired to 
kepe a god amitie and neighboꝛhod with theſe vnited 
Pꝛouinces, then they will make a ſufficient declaration : 
demonſtration, with the aduiſe and conſent of thoſe to 
whom it ſhall appertaine, that the ſtates and ſubiecs of 
the ſaid countrie of Liege, ſhall perceiue and vnderſtand 
that the fault ſhall not be on this ſide in not keping with 
them a good and ſincere amity and neighbozhod. And to 
ſhew it by effec, they of the Counſell of Eſkate ſhall gene 
ozder that thoſe pꝛiſoners in Breda g in other places ſhall 
be releaſed, Done in the Hage the 13. of Dctobze. 1590. 


